Spring 2021
LEH 352- Latin American Literature of Violence and Power
Professor Joyce
Final Exam

This exam is worth 20 points. Although I have presented three options, please only choose one option for your final response. If you are experiencing trouble understanding any part of this final exam, please contact me immediately. You have until May 27th, 2021 to submit this exam to my email address.

Hi All,
This is your final exam. It concerns the Laura Restrepo novel, Delirium. Before you attempt to answer this assignment, make sure that you have read my lectures concerning this book as well as the book itself and/or some textual reviews.
Since we are currently involved in a pandemic, I am offering three different  options, depending upon whether you have read the novel or not. But first, I would like to provide some background for the novel no matter which option you ultimately choose. It will hopefully provide a link to the course description.
Obviously, you will be using your own creativity and ability to form unique interpretations on this exam, but it would still be advisable to review the MLA method of using in- text citations for your responses. Finally, I will give a few hints about writing the final exam. After this review on content and style, I will explain the three different options for the final exam itself. Remember, you must only choose one of them.
Content:
1.) Background
 Delirium, as you should recall, concerns the loss of the mind of Agustina, one of the main characters in this book. The word, as defined online by The Mayo Clinic, “is a serious disturbance in mental abilities that results in confused thinking and reduced awareness of the environment.” This is immediately visible as you enter the novel’s narrative world. When Aguilar, Agustina’s husband, states, “I knew something irreparable had happened the moment a man opened the door to that hotel room and I saw my wife sitting at the far end of the room, looking out the window in the strangest way” (1), it becomes increasingly apparent that this cognitive fragmentation has had a long timeline within this character’s past. Agustina’s fractured mind did not come about suddenly; but, somehow has extended back historically, whether in an individual or societal manner. 
So, it would seem that this shocking event seemingly offers glimpses not only of her childhood and adolescence but also of Colombian society as a whole. This broad spectrum of time in the text is necessary for piecing together the supposed reasons for her delirium, while at the same time gaining access to the world of Agustina’s secrets. In Restrepo’s novel, the past is an important key to the present. It is its memory and a violent one at that.
The time frame for this novel includes the 1980’s but in a way seems endless. As we know the 80s was a definite historical era, dominated, to a certain extent, by the drug lord Pablo Escobar. The influence of the Medellin cartel was felt deeply in Colombia and throughout the world. Drug traffickers used murder, violence, and corruption to control and/or overtake police officers, government officials or global law enforcement agencies and personnel. This state of affairs made Colombia a very fragile democracy and an extremely dangerous nation.  Societal instability caused the sanity of many citizens to be severely affected. “A desolate panorama of chronic violence” (18) became the everyday landscape, creating a certain hopelessness to be imprinted on the national character. 
With this insightful comment as a compass for interpretation, it would seem as if Agustina was born into and has lived through a kaleidoscopic state of drug violence, patriarchal power and conflicted landscapes where only her madness provides a respite from societal decay and familial falsehoods. Restrepo has stated in an interview that, ”Madness is that territory where not only people but also societies become lost.”  As societies and the individuals who comprise them become more unable to find their way, they seek solutions that turn toward madness and violence. As the novel states, “delirium has no memory, it reproduces…sparks itself, and shuns affection but it has no memory” (70-71)
Course description
Now it is time to refresh our minds by going back and rereading the course description.  It should offer us ideas, words and phrases that may prove useful in our final exam.
Latin American Literature- Violence and Power

[bookmark: _Hlk70339541]This course will provide an overview into the field of Latin American crime, mystery and detective fiction and how this type of storytelling reflects diverse cultural realities. Colonial events, societal conditions, politics and law enforcement will be confronted through the literary lens of short stories and novels where plots involving crime and death give important clues to a country's past, present and future. As detectives or police look for evidence criminals or other guilty parties may sometimes be found, other times not. Unfortunately, in these unresolved cases, crimes may point to deeper issues where solutions cannot be found, or situations are just too complex to unravel. Since crime, mystery and detective novels may emerge during periods of social unrest or political upheaval, the reading of these texts as well as the viewing of the films might suggest paths for greater understanding of politics within certain literary or cinematographic techniques. Yet, we should also be aware of post-colonial mindsets and look for gender/class/economic relationships in these sociopolitical behavioral patterns. Although fiction may be considered as stories that are actually "lies" originating from the universe of the author's mind, they usually tell a much greater truth, more linked to reality and the actual world than strictly the surrounding narrated events. 

Final Exam Options:
Option 1- This option might be better for those who have read the book and are planning to read the article from Revista which is already posted on the blackboard site.
[bookmark: _Hlk38895575]In a 3-5 page essay, analyze socio-political and socio-historical memories of what this book offers  regarding drug trafficking violence and cultural notions of patriarchy. This first option concerns the Laura Restrepo novel, Delirium and the Harvard University e-zine on “Memory” which is already posted on our site. Please consult both sources before you attempt to answer this first option. 
I will now proceed to offer the book’s connections to Harvard’s Revista. Then, I will indicate some possible relationships.  The edition of Harvard’s e-zine, that will interest us for this project, is called “Memory”. This area is very significant if we are to understand why Agustina is in such poor mental health. Make sure that you have definitely read pages 18, 19 and 20 from this issue. The article on those pages, that I would suggest for this analysis, is entitled, “Liquid Tombs for Colombia’s Disappeared” by María Victoria Uribe. Be aware of certain words/phrases in that commentary, such as, “dismembered corpses”; “fratricidal violence”, “crimes never brought to justice”; “impunity”; “disgraceful past”, “rivers as concealment”; “forgetting”, “traumatic” etc. All these thoughts from Uribe are obliquely part of the Restrepo text as well. There is an important association here to think about. Uribe believes that when people disappear there is a crime but no victim. Think about Agustina. She is there but her mind is not. Her mind has assumed the role of the victim and has disappeared. Why? What was the crime or violent situation which caused her mental problems? “If societies do not examine themselves through the mirror of memory, the cycles of violence repeat themselves.” (Uribe 18) If there is no memory, as in Agustina’s case, it can only be presumed that in the future, violence will repeat itself and, in Agustina’s particular case, will be her constant companion. So, why is private memory so important in public socio-political spheres?
Some thoughts about this first option:
If you have read the novel/article, it should be clear how drug trafficking violence and private/public patriarchal issues have affected Agustina and her mind. Therefore, memories are a significant part of understanding Laura Restrepo’s thoughts in this book. These memories exist, while being mostly invisible and free floating. No one, but Agustina, is really involved with them.  Yet, they are extremely powerful and violent in nature, pushing our protagonist into a state of “madness”.
Brian Murphy, a journalist, recently wrote an article about Covid 19 and memory. He highlighted the following. “How will we remember Covid 19? [Although] it encases fragments of time and holds them in place, our sharpest memories can often be the smallest bits…Huge events can be pared down to slivers…A random object, a few overheard words, a small gesture, dappled light” will all be part of our remembrances.”
If we turn from our current pandemic reality to Restrepo’s book, what were the fragments or bits and pieces that Agustina was holding on to? What was the fundamental violent event or events which provoked her fall into a form of insanity? Which objects, gestures or scenes might have caused her to retreat and disappear causing her mind to fragment and forget?  Why?
Option 2 This option is available to all who are interested in the specific topic of trauma.
[bookmark: _Hlk38896233]In a 3-5 page essay, analyze  memories of what this book offers regarding drug trafficking violence, patriarchy, and the area of trauma. Using this as a framework, we can definitely see how Restrepo’s greater truth might be deeply associated with diverse aspects of trauma. As the course description indicates, this area is often linked to incidents of crime, secrets and death which give important clues to Agustina’s silence as well as Colombia’s past, present and future. In other words, crimes may point to deeper issues where solutions cannot be found, or situations are just too complex to unravel. Since crimes, both in private and public spheres, emerge during social unrest or political upheaval, trauma is a constant presence, affecting individuals and collectivities. So, it seems Agustina’s vacant staring, total silence and lack of apparently normal functioning may be somehow aligned with this area

Trauma is an un-representable event which causes irreversible damage to the psyche producing forms of psychological dissociation and problems of remembering.  This suffering may originate from an external source, individual perpetrator, and/or collective social practices. Traumatic experiences trigger disruptions in an affected individual’s consciousness.  The values attached to this traumatic experience are influenced by a variety of individual and cultural factors that change over time. Since trauma is not locatable in only the violent or original event of an individual’s past, it returns to haunt the survivor in various repressive and repetitive ways. Its connections to other events spread out much farther than just the person’s experiential field. Trauma may be aligned with cultural or historical happenings, which function as stress factors, capable of initiating bouts of dissociative disorders. Thus, her forgetting was a symptom of something larger and more terrifying than even the environment populated by her dysfunctional family and friends.
 
Some thoughts about this second option.
 Restrepo’s character of Agustina is in many ways haunted with shadows of violence and familial dysfunction. Trauma has been induced. This state is connected to an un-representable event causing irreversible damage to the psyche. Since trauma also produces forms of psychological dissociation and problems of remembering, we can understand this part of Agustina’s personality, as well as some episodes from the book/article. 
Agustina’s suffering could have originated from an external source (drug culture), individual perpetrator (father), and/or collective social practices (friends, killing, politics, drugs and terrorism). Since traumatic experiences trigger disruptions in an affected individual’s consciousness, it is understandable how Agustina has retreated into this state and has become a silent version of herself.
As the course description states,  “we should be aware of post-colonial mindsets and look for gender/class/economic relationships in sociopolitical behavioral patterns. Although fiction may be considered as stories that are actually "lies" originating from the universe of the author's mind, they usually tell a much greater truth, more linked to reality and the actual world than strictly the surrounding narrated events.” 

Option 3- This is a creative response essay focusing on parts of the Restrepo novel. 
In a 3-5 page creative essay, pretend you are a doctor, detective, friend or psychologist and have been called in by Agustina’s husband, Aguilar, to advise him on his wife’s state and give opinions about her memory loss. Using your investigative/personal/ and/ or professional skills, center on the character of this woman. Even though you may not be able to exactly know why she is in that faraway cognitive state, you are offering a commentary on history, family, society and people’s places within it from some point in the past. If you are a friend from childhood, you may be capable of filling in some of the blanks. What moments in the past did you share with her that might shed light on her present predicament? If you are a sociologist, you may be commenting on nefarious social events which probably have produced this mental state. As a psychologist, you may be documenting your observations of her particular case and offering some sort of help, consultation  or consolation regarding this patient. As a detective, you may be looking for clues. You do not have to assume all roles. It would be best to choose only one/two.
Kai Erickson, sociologist, has written that “trauma is a wound to the psyche that breaks through the subject’s defense so suddenly and brutally that the subject cannot react.” Therefore, Agustina’s delirium can be seen through this lens of hurtful and haunted situations/memories.  These elements have definitely been reflected in Restrepo’s novel, especially regarding society’s norms and traumatic scenes of violence and power. Since the direct information may be missing concerning points of possible investigation, what does this resulting absence tell? Is this linked to what Agustina is seeing from the window? Are these physical images the same as the ones viewed from the internal window of her mind? What is she exactly trying to remember or forget?  Perhaps, you have the key to that wound or at least know where that key is hidden.. 



Some thoughts on this third option
What does “delirium” really signify? Is this why Agustina’s trauma is so deep or are there other reasons? How have language and experience linked with the social and psychological in her particular case? How can you help? What questions would you ask her and why?
I quoted from the first page of the book in the first part of this Final Exam discussion, the part when Aguilar discovers his wife in the hotel room. Although Aguilar is the narrator in that section, you will be the detective/psychologist/friend/or other professional explaining why this event may be happening and what Agustina might have been thinking or viewing as she looked “out the window”. Obviously your analysis should go beyond that first page’s information.  
Here are some quotes from the book which may help in your creative attempt. When speaking about his wife, Aguilar states, “I never bothered to ask her about her past, her family, or her memories” (21). When he talks about Colombia, he describes it “as a place split from top to bottom by a mountain range, and highways..[which] twist and turn around abysses..  which are seized everyday by the army, the paramilitaries, or the guerrillas, who kidnap you, kill you, or assault you with grenades.” (29 ) What do his statements tell you and how might they apply to Agustina?
How can you help him with answers about Agustina and the terror she is currently experiencing concerning her country, society and family? What insights, memories or anecdotes could you as a friend/professional offer him? “Madness is a compendium of unpleasant things- it’s pedantic, it’s hateful, its torturous? (105)  Are these terms clues for Agustina’s state of mind in any way?
When Aguilar states that, “delirium has no memory, it reproduces…sparks itself, and shuns affection but it has no memory” (70-71), he is telling us about his wife but also about history, grief, mourning, and the necessity to forget. Can you offer more in that category too?
Concluding Points:
So, aside from offering three possibilities about your final essay, I would also suggest making an outline of your essay- thesis (Introduction), main support points with quotes if possible (Body) and final thoughts summing everything up (Conclusion). This applies to all options.
I will certainly help you as long as I have an outline to guide me regarding your thoughts. Please remember when you write your thesis statement that this statement will be your main idea regarding what you have chosen to include in this work. So don’t stray off topic. Since the final decision is up to you about the alternative you are dedicating your time to, everyone’s essay will be slightly different although the spectral will appear embedded somewhere within everyone’s essay. Be creative but be focused. Make sure your grammar and essay organization are precise. There will be no time for a revision on this work. Remember this assignment is the final exam.
Writing Tips
Finally, I would like to give you a few tips about the writing process itself.  This is an essay, so give it a title. Final Exam is not a title. The title corresponds to the main idea of your work. Whatever the title is, that is what you should be writing about. Since this is an essay, do not overly summarize or you will lose points for this error. I expect that you will use in text citations if possible.   
Please reflect on your own ideas after having read the Restrepo novel, as well as, the areas we have discussed during the semester. Please reread the lectures concerning these topics. Reread previous discussion forums. Remember that in an essay, you will be developing your own thesis statement and defending it with numerous quotes from the original text and other sources of your own choosing. Since an essay contains an introduction, body, and conclusion, each having a specific purpose to fulfill, make sure your essay’s structure demonstrates a good grammatical command, cohesive organization and a coherent development plan referring back to your originally stated thesis. Go back to https://owl.english.purdue.edu if you have problems in writing your assignment. 
Once again, please pay attention to your thesis statement. Remember that it is positioned at the end of the first paragraph and is the roadmap for the rest of your essay. Since your thesis statement cannot be a summary, do not summarize. Pick out the textual places you want to emphasize according to your essay’s main idea.  Areas, such as political/social instability, individual sanity, familial conflict and un-representable suffering, or other concepts of this nature, should be navigational points for you to target in on and generate ideas from. Stay focused.
Good luck and if you have general questions about this final exam, please send me an email. This final exam should be returned to me by May 27th, 2021. Send me your final essay as an attachment to my email, in the same manner in which you have been submitting your other work. Unfortunately, there can be no extensions for this final assignment as I have to post grades shortly thereafter. 
Thank you for having been such a superlative class. It has been a pleasure having been your professor. I wish you great luck and much success in the future. 
Stay well always. 
Best,
Professor Joyce


